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Council, and, so far as I can see, follow a reactionary, almost 
fundamentalist type of theology which would make it as 
difficult for them to act fraternally towards me as it would 
be for me to find enthusiasm for their company. This differ- 
ence in attitude is a result of an attempt to restore peace and 
Christian virtue to the world by a return to the theology of 
the Reformation. A little thought on the actual course of 
Church History would give scanty grounds for optimism. 


Commentator. 


OLD AND NEW 
By Alice Wood 
A RECENT editorial in The Inquirer states that “ there is 
an atmosphere about Unitarian worship and life which 


What is worship? Is worship in a “free” church the 
same as that in the churches and temples of the great ortho- 


dox religions which for centuries have stimulated the imagina- 


to find the way to the better. If we accept the editor’s chal- 
lenge to examine the belief that is life, we must make a start 
by confessing the superficiality of our formulations, and after 
that take the plunge into the unknown. If Unitarians are, as 
they claim, pioneering in the spiritual realm, then their Bible 
should include the works of such explorers in the soul as 
C. J. Jung and Sartre. By this I mean that their concern 
should be with the unknown reaches of the unconscious mind 
and the difficult concepts of existentialism, even if some of 
these turn out to be blind trails. 


Of course there is a great tradition of the past to uphold, 


but Unitarian tradition does not mean adhering to the old 


forms. Its tradition has been to interpret the old in terms of 
the new. 


JOHN POUNDS MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 


Rev. Dr. Guthrie, the celebrated Scottish Divine and 
founder of Ragged Schools in Scotland, once wrote— 


laying of the foundation stone of the John Pounds Memorial 
Church. In 1941 our two ancient chapels in this town where 
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enables men to join in it without having to give spoken or : 
unspoken assent to words, creeds, thought images and actions 
! which no longer declare their deepest beliefs ”. | 
f 
race? There may be an enervating conflict 3 ideals in the _— the busy streets of Portsmouth, and would turn from the 5 
“free” conception of worship. For Christianity, proud array of Portsmouth’s floating bulwarks to seek out “be 
for Buddhism, for Taoism and even for Communism the a humble shop where John Pounds achieved a work of s 
essential point in common seems to be self-annihilation. mercy and wrought imperishable fame ”. ss 
free religion tends to be the development of the personality 1j.,,0%, Saturday. September 24, a large company of 4 
ree religion opment o 
and self-expression of the individual. Uni pilgrims made their way to Portsmouth for the ‘ 
The loss of self in order to find it is often interpreted Si 
in nonconformist thought as service for others, or service for “Z 
God; but orthodox Catholic doctrine finds a much more perishable fame”; were shattered by enemy action and left a 3 
) extreme meaning in it. The loss of self is interpreted more as Ps 
é the complete sacrifice of the will, the purposes and the desires . 
by little and little until the personality itself is transformed -4 
and made over, in much the same way that a great artist - 
must lose himself in an unpersonal presentation in his work ‘? 
and must learn by degrees to become the mere medium of a 
inspira 
sia * The General Baptist Chapel in St. Thomas Street was b 
the earliest Nonconformist congregation in Portsmouth, 
The loss of the personal will and desires which constitute while the Presbyterian Chapel in High Street went back to “a 
the self demands a humility which will acknowledge the the memorable year 1662, and here John Pounds at a later s 
teaching of the Church as right even if it seems contrary to date found his inspiration for his noble work. fe 
the individual reason. it demands an obedience which will > 
gradually kill the “devices and desires of our own hearts ”. 
Such a complete giving of the self, heart, soul and ts ; ‘s] 
mind Gn After the cruel loss of the buildings in 1941, the faithful 
except of the fundamentalist kind. But it does demand a § ‘emmant held together and never ceased to hope that one day . 
greater faith and gives, if achieved, an infinite freedom, out of | 2 new church would arise on the ruins of the old, on a founda- * 
all proportion to the little freedom which results from the | 0n that would unite in one the two earlier chapels and their ; 
unfettered use of that very imperfect instrument, the distinctive traditions. -* 
There have been articles in The Inquirer recently dealing presence of a large concourse of people, by Sw Adrian 3 
with mysticism. It seems to be claimed for Unitarianism that + 
t has, in common with other forms of religion, a mystical 3 
basis. But any serious student of mysticism has perforce to ’ 
turn to the Catholic authors of orginal mystical literature, 
because im the West the majority, if not all, of those who 
have given explicit teaching on the mystical way of prayer 5. . Laurence Red- 
have been Catholics. and all speech-making was deferred 
There are only rarely references to suffering im The regssembled in the hall of St. Georges Church, a 
inquirer and then they tend to deal with suffering as a prob- _ building kindly lent by the Provost of Ports- 
lem to be solved. But the Catholic church takes suffering as m a friendly letter welcomed the return of the 
the central pivot of its teaching Its buildings are normally Chapel as a neighbour of the Cathedral And 
éccorated with pictures of the Stages of the Cross and suffer- good reason, for at the time when Si. Georges 
ing is accepted as a basis of the truly religious life. “Let being built, the Mayor of Portsmouth and no 
him take up his Cross and follow me” Millions derive of its thirteen Aldermen were members of 
Strength from the fact that the Catholic church ther Chapel 
Spritualizes the experience of suffering. * 
Mr. J. R. Sturges presided over the ing and im the 
myunction on September 17 to “ at the wortt™ m order and m place of the customary silver trowel presented him 
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